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From Pastor . . . . 
Your Two “Realities!” 

 

1 God is our refuge and strength, 

an ever-present help in trouble. 

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 

and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 

3 though its waters roar and foam 

and the mountains quake with their surging. Selah 

                                                           Psalm 46:1-3 
 

We see this happening right before our eyes. The crashing mountains are the stock market 

and the economy. The world is churning by the fear of a pandemic. We realize how frail we 

are. We understand that we control very little. We feel helpless like a rowboat that is caught 

in a hurricane. This is real, very real. 

 

But that is not your only reality. As turbulent, anxious, shocking, and distracting things are 

in the “real” world, we have something that is more calm, stable, safe, secure. It is God, your 

refuge and strength. Read the rest of Psalm 46. In verses 4-6 he talks about a city that will 

never succumb to siege. It as well stocked (no empty shelves). It is holy. God lives there. 

This city is the City of God, or you know it better as the Kingdom of God. We may not see 

it, but we live in it. It is real. 

 

This pandemic will subside. But verses 7-11 describe a day when the Lord will purge the 

world, not until the next disaster, but forever. You know this day as Judgment Day, or 

simply, “The Day.” It is when Christ comes to usher his Bride, his Church, into heaven and 

rid us of a broken world. There will be no more wars, nor another pandemic; there will be no 

fear, no worry, nothing bad or sinful. 

 

The key is Christ. He makes God’s refuge a reality in your life. The earth shakes and 

churns because of sin. We are buffeted along with it, but not as innocent bystanders. By one 

man sin entered the world and death through sin. That includes our sin! But this psalm 

promises us that we are safe in God’s Kingdom. This Christ died for your sins so God is fair 

to forgive you of all your sins. He opens the gates to his City simply through faith. No 

matter what happens, we are safe and sound in the City of God forever. Not even death can 

harm us. His resurrection guarantees it. 

 

Both worlds are very real. The one will go away, but thanks to Christ, we are part of the 

one that lasts forever. Seek your Lord. There you will find a refuge, but not just “then.” We 

have refuge now. 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHURCH PRESIDENT 

 

As you all know, these are some difficult times around the world as COVID 19 

has affected all of us in one way or another.  There is much anxiety and as I write 

this, there seems to be no light at the end of the tunnel.  Today (March 25) our 

Governor has issued a “stay at home” order through April 10, which is Good 

Friday.  With that order in place, we cannot hold any services through that date.  

Prior to that date, the church council will meet and develop a plan for future 

services.  

 

With that covered, I wish to share a statement I heard last weekend.  A 

SCARED WORLD NEEDS A FEARLESS CHURCH!  This can be our 

congregation.  Fear cannot take away our faith and our connection will continue 

here at St. Paul’s in Arlington.  Our called workers and others are working harder 

than ever to use every means possible to continue to educate our students.  Pastor 

Rauh is using our website and other means to keep getting out a weekly sermon and 

other messages.  It is a challenge, so they all need our prayers.  

 

So, as you see, although we aren’t physically attending church the work goes 

on. I prayerfully ask that you still remember your contributions.  Salaries, 

insurance, utility bills, etc. still need to be paid.  There are many ways to get the 

offerings to church.  You can drop them off at the church office, mail them to 

church or give online.  Call the church office if you are new to online giving and 

someone will help you through the process.   

 

Finally, if you have time, maybe get out your annual report and towards the 

back you will find the directory with the names and phone numbers of 

members.  We are all sort of “shut ins” now, so why not pick up the phone and call 

someone. Especially someone living alone and say hi and ask them how they are 

doing.  It will be good therapy for both of you.  

 

THANK YOU AND KEEP THE FAITH. 

 

Roger Fisher 
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This month we begin looking at some of our Synod’s Latin American missions.  Going in alphabetical order, we look 

at Bolivia.  The history of this mission is interesting. 

 

Northern Virginia is home to the largest concentration of Bolivians in the United States, and there is always a flow of 

information and visitors back and forth. Through a series of connections, a WELS pastor in Virginia learned of people in 

Bolivia interested in Lutheran teachings. Today, WELS missionaries travel to Bolivia to help the church there grow. 

 

It all started in October 2006 when Guillermo Viorel came from Bolivia to visit his children in Virginia. During his 

visit, he attended Grace in Annandale, Va. He met Pastor Tim Satorius and talked to him about Bolivia. 

 

Guillermo belonged to a church body in Bolivia called the Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in Bolivia 

(FIEL). This synod of six congregations and approximately 200 members needed help training church leaders. Satorius 

wondered whether WELS missionaries might be able to help. 

 

In May 2007, Satorius and Missionary Larry Retberg went to Bolivia. They met with Guillermo and other FIEL 

church leaders. The visit was encouraging and the leaders asked the pastors to return. 

 

Retberg was part of the former Latin American Traveling Theological Educators (LATTE). Members of the five-

man LATTE team traveled to Mexico, the Dominican Republic, Brazil, and Colombia to train men to be pastors and to 

instruct church leaders. 

 

Retberg visited Bolivia in November 2007 to teach courses on basic doctrine, law and gospel, and fellowship. Seven 

pastors and about 30 lay leaders attended. They set up the classroom, invited others to come, and prepared certificates to 

be handed out at the end of each course. After hearing what God had to say about Baptism, the leaders decided to begin 

baptizing babies (previously most had not). They also decided to incorporate the Lord’s Supper into their services. 

 

In April of 2011, missionary Philip Strackbein was sent to Bolivia as a full time resident missionary in order to 

work with FIEL full time. His assignment was to continue to work to help the Bolivian church with some Scriptural 

doctrines that they were still not putting into practice. 

 

Unfortunately, after a year’s time, in April of 2012, missionary Strackbein had to separate in fellowship from the 

Bolivian church when it became quite apparent that they had no intention of correcting some of their doctrinal 

errors. Four faithful leaders of the Bolivian church, including the pastor of the Redeemer congregation, also decided to 

separate in fellowship from the FIEL. Thanks to the Lord, a new small confessional Lutheran congregation of about 15 

members was formed. The name of the new Lutheran church is ICELC (Christian Confessional Evangelical Lutheran 

Church).  Right from the start, this new Lutheran church is in full confessional agreement with all the doctrines of the 

Bible and with the Lutheran Confessions. It enjoys a blessed fellowship with WELS and with missionary Strackbein who 

continues to live in Bolivia with his wife, Kathy. 

 

So we rejoice that the mission work in Bolivia continues. It is an example of how local congregations and foreign 

missionaries can work together. By doing so, the gospel crosses new borders and touches more souls. 

 

WELS MISSIONS 

In Latin America 

BOLIVIA 
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 “Preparing Children Now and For 

Eternity” 

SAVE, SAVE, SAVE: Thank you for saving these items.  

Labels and receipts can be dropped off at school or use a 

collection bucket in the back of church.  Aluminum cans to 

the trailer in alley by school.    We can collect your grocery 

receipts. Drop them off at church too.            

1. Designate Thrivent Choice dollars                                            

2. Clip Our Family UPC labels  ————>              

3. Scan receipts for Box Tops for Education                  

4. Drop off Aluminum Cans                        

5. Clip Country Hearth UPCs                      

6. Designate Coborns/Cash Wise Reward Points 

 

2020-2021 SCHOOL REGISTRATION: Contact school 

if you are interested for registering for next school year.   

Our OPEN HOUSE HAS BEEN POSTPONED for April 

2nd.  If you contact us we will set up a private tour when 

we are able to open up the building to the public again.  

With time on your hands do not be afraid to contact us for 

questions regarding school for your family.   

 

ALUMNI BASKETBALL GAMES:  We went down 

memory lane with many of our classmates, teammates, and 

coaches.  We had 43 show up to the games.  We plan on 

doing that again next year. 

 

WEBSITE and FACEBOOK: Keep up-to-date with all 

school events and happenings online.    

www.stpaularlington.com/school click calendar.  Like us on 

our Facebook page www.facebook.com/stpaularlington 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT 

TO CHANGE: WHEN SCHOOL RESUMES SO WILL 

OUR CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

April 

2 Open House—Postponed                                             

6-8 ACT Testing Week– cancelled                   

9-13 NO SCHOOL EASTER Vacation?????                                 

22 4th qtr Midterm  ??????                            

26 4-8th Field trip to the Alexander Ramsey House/History 

Center??  

 

 
 

While we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us.”  Romans 5:8 
 

 

 

 

APRIL2020 

WHAT IS SCHOOL DOING DURING THIS 

CLOSURE?  St. Paul’s is following 

recommendations by the state and WELS to close 

the school building for the near future.  But the 

students and teachers continue to push education 

forward despite not meeting face to face.  From 

March 17-30 students have been working on daily 

assignments prepared by our teachers, this is 

called “Distance learning.”  Each week the 

teachers have prepared subjects that are completed 

at home.  Each Friday we have a homework 

exchange at school and the families receive the 

next week of assignments. Technology also is a 

blessing for our google school.  We are utilizing 

electronic videos, websites, google posted 

assessments, and even live video feed of staff 

teaching subjects.  We have appreciated all of the 

family feedback and this temporary learning 

process is working for our school.  We pray that 

the sickness goes away quickly and we can 

resume teaching our children back in the building. 

 

LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

WEEK: It was a very busy week at school to 

celebrate Lutheran Elementary school week.  We 

had almost 140 visitors throughout the week.  We 

went swimming, had local artist Kay Metzen 

create art with our classrooms, and then we 

blended our classrooms for a mixed up morning of 

lessons. 

 

CES SILENT AUCTION: Christian Education 

Society silent basket auction has begun .  The 

auction will not end until April 26th.  We are 

working on placing the items online and having 

bidding done there as well as at church. 
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BIBLE STUDIES 

SUNDAY MORNING FAMILY BIBLE  Pastor is 

in the process of trying to get a Bible study online.  

Go to our church’s website to see when it is up and 

running.  It will on the Book of Mark. 

 

 

APRIL YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

 

 Due to the Governors stay-at-home 

order we will not be going to the movie “I 

Still Believe” on Friday, April 3rd. This is a 

Christian movie based on the life of 

singer/songwriter Jeremy Camp and is now 

available for rent on Amazon Prime. If you 

get a chance, it makes for a great family 

movie night. 

Until we know more, we cannot finalize 

plans for Easter breakfast set-up, the Easter 

egg hunt or greeting at church on Easter 

Sunday. We will communicate more 

information as soon as we can. 

On brighter note, at this time, 

volunteering for Feed My Starving 

Children is still on for Saturday, May 16th!  

Remember to sign up ASAP at 

www.fmsc.org/join-

group?joincode=4GL9YV   

Our group code is 4GL9YV. 

 

The WELS made the following 

announcement regarding the 2020 Youth 

Rally - 

 

(Continued on next column) 

(Continued from previous column) 

Dear WELS Youth Rally Family: 
A family is truly what you have become to us over 

the years. Which is why we say this with a heavy 

heart, that WELS has decided to cancel the 2020 

WELS International Youth Rally, scheduled for June 

23-26 in Knoxville, Tenn. 

We know this opportunity is important for you as 

a way to get and stay connected to God’s Word. 
However, as it’s unknown how long and significant 

the impact of COVID-19 will be along with the 

financial toll this crisis is taking on families and 

congregations, it was decided, in the best interest of 

our congregations and you, to postpone the event 

until the next scheduled rally in 2022. 

The WELS Commission on Discipleship is 
exploring options to make resources available online 

from the key presentations that were scheduled for 

the rally for youth groups and members to use. We 

will do our best to bring the rally to you. 

“Seeing Christ Clearly. Serving Christ Boldly” 

was the theme for the rally. This theme for 

Christian living is more relevant now than ever. 

Through resources, Bible studies, community service 

ideas, and more we hope to make available this 

summer, our prayer is that WELS youth will still be 

able to receive this important message and use it as 

motivation and inspiration to share the light of Christ 

at home and in their communities. 

It is unfortunate that in such unprecedented times 

we must make these difficult decisions. Praise God 

that we know he is in control of all things in heaven 

and on earth. “And we know that in all things God 

works for the good of those who love him, who have 

been called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28) 

Till next month, please watch your emails and 

Facebook for any future developments and 

changes. We pray that you and your families stay 

safe and healthy.  

Thanks Jenny, Darv, and Nick 

 

 

 
SENIOR MINISTRY 

As of now there will be no Senior Ministry 

until further notice.  We will meet again when it 

is advised and safe to do so. Until then, may 

God be with you! 
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FORWARD IN CHRIST – APRIL 

Now that you may have a little more time on 

your hands, it’s a good time to take a look at 

Forward in Christ. The April edition is 

available at church – office side – up the stairs, 

by the offices.  You’ll see them-feel free to 

take a copy.  Here are just SOME highlights: 

 

*”Confessions of Faith” (p.7-9) Tells the 

story of a woman who took a little longer than 

some to come to faith and the fruits of faith. 

It’s an inspirational story! 

 

*”Easter Is Life” (p.10-11) Wonderful 

article/devotion on Easter.  A must read for 

this season! 

 

*”Please Explain” (p.12-13) This Q & A 

article focuses on the answer to the question, 

“Why can’t my sister have communion with 

us?” The author goes into length. 

 

*”Parent Conversations” (p.16-17) This is 

especially for you parents and helps to answer 

the question, “How can I stay calm when my 

child is out of control?” 

 

* “My Christian Life” (p.18-20) This article 

is about someone who has helped at Camp 

BASIC (Brothers and Sisters in Christ). This 

camp serves mentally challenged campers for 

the past 40 years. 

 

* “A Day in the Life of a Future Pastor” 
(p.25-27) This tells about what happens in a 

day of a Seminary student’s typical day. 

Interesting article. 

 

*”We Look for the Resurrection of the 

Dead” (p.28-29) We needed to highlight one 

more Easter article in this edition.  This one is 

another “must” read. 

(Continued from previous column) 

 

*”The Path to Easter” (Back Page)  This 

article reminds us that we definitely need Easter, 

but we also need Maundy Thursday and Good 

Friday.  

Well, folks, this is long enough.  However there 

are still are other GREAT 

stories/articles/information in this month’s 

edition of FORWARD IN CHRIST.  You can 

also go to forwardinchrist.net and get this 

month’s articles as well. If you are on facebook 

you can like them at 

facebook.com/ForwardinChristMagazine. 

 

Until we meet together again for worship, pick 

up your copy in the office side of church or go to 

their website. 

 
ODDS & ENDS (IMPORTANT) 

No doubt we are in trying times.  But like 

the Children of Israel as they were fleeing 

Egypt, they had God with them and more 

important, they had God in front of them.  

So do we!! 
Check our church’s website for the various 

ways we can stay connected to Jesus. It has 

become easier to find this information. 

As of this writing this (Mar. 31) we are 

trying to come up with some unique ways to 

celebrate Easter at St. Paul. Stay tuned for 

more information to our church’s website, 

Sunday School and our Christian Day 

School’s facebook, possibly emails, and in 

the Arlington Enterprise next week.  

Remember Sunday’s sermons and 

readings will be on the website each week.  
Look forward to a special Good Friday 

message.  

We still have the greatest power with us and 

that is Jesus. Remember Easter has 

happened.  HE IS RISEN! ALLELUIA! 
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Mission Society Meeting Notes 
 

The ladies of the Mission Society met on Sunday, March 15. Twelve members answered roll call. 

Lorraine read a devotion which encouraged us to accept ourselves as God made us. The secretary’s and 

treasurer’s reports were read and accepted. Two thank you letters were received from MLC for donated 

Bingo prizes. 

 

Old Business: The Lenten supper on Mar 11 brought in $455 for debt reduction. Serving with virus 

containment procedures went well. 

 

The LWMS Rally scheduled for April 18 has not been postponed. (ed. It has now been cancelled.) 

 

Quilt tying is scheduled for Mar 28 at 9:00 with set up on the 27th at 1:00. Barb secured a Thrivent 

grant for quilt supplies. Fabric for ten quilts was purchased. 

 

Changes to the constitution were read for the third time. All were approved. 

 

New Business: Janet will make arrangements with Keith Struck to make Easter lilies and a variety of 

plants available for congregation members. MSP to purchase two Easter lilies for the altar. 

 

The purchase of tarnish resistant fabric for covering the silver communion ware was approved. 

 

We will support the Lutheran Home Bingo party with treats and prizes even though we cannot attend 

because the facility is closed to the public due to Covid19 concerns. 

 

Barb will look into Easter favors for shutins. 

 

Mite box donation: MSP to send $200 from treasury to LWMS MN Valley Circuit. 

 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 12:45. 

 

April Communion Set-up: Janet Hanson, Fran Ferch, Joan Pinske. 
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Easter is Reason to Celebrate! 

 
This year in our monthly articles we are considering favorite verses from the Bible.  

 

This month’s favorite Bible verse is:  John 14:19 

“Because I live, you also will live.” 

 

“Happy Holidays!” Does this sound out of place in April? It doesn’t have to. This month 

marks, arguably, the most important holiday of the year—Easter. Why? Because at Easter 

we celebrate that Jesus Christ rose from the dead. This miraculous event is certainly a 

reason for celebration. It proves that Jesus has power over even death. 

 

And, what’s more, he promises that he has power over your death. You may not be 

thinking about death at Eastertime. You may not like to think about death at all. (Who 

does?) Still, we are all facing that reality. Sooner or later, our lives will end. 

 

Then what? Plenty of people have plenty of ideas about what happens after we die. But 

there is one person who can tell us with certainty what will happen because he has 

already been there and done that. Jesus experienced death...and came back to life! Now, 

listen to what he promises all of his followers, “Because I live, you also will live.” 

 

Could there be any better news? Could there be anything more worth celebrating? 

Through Jesus, you do not need to be afraid to die. You can be sure that one day he will 

raise your body back to life. And you will never die again. 

 

What a reason to celebrate! 

 


